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Upcoming Events a Ph.D. from Virginia Tech and has 19 years of college

A Eureka Moment in Time: The Wonder and
Legacy of the Greek Intellectual Revolution

On Sunday, October 19, 2025, Hellenic Link—Midwest will
present Dr. Voula Saridakis from the Chicago Museum of
Science and Industry in a lecture titled “A Eureka Moment
in Time: The Wonder and Legacy of the Greek Intellectual
Revolution”. The event will take place at 3:00 pm at the
lecture hall of The Holy Taxiarhai and Saint Haralambos
Greek Orthodox Church, 7373 N Caldwell Ave, Niles,
Illinois. Admission is free.

How did early Greek thinkers shift from myth to reason and
set the stage for centuries of scientific and philosophical
inquiry? This talk will trace the origins and evolution of
scientific and philosophical thought in the ancient Greek
world, where early thinkers began exploring nature and the
cosmos through observation and reason rather than
mythology. Figures such as Thales and Anaximander asked
bold questions about nature and the universe, laying the
groundwork for a rational investigation of the world.

This lecture will explore the key contributions of individuals
such as Plato, Aristotle, Ptolemy, and Archimedes. Plato
focused on abstract thinking and the search for perfect forms,
shaping ideas about reality for centuries. Aristotle took a
more hands-on approach, combining careful observation
with logical thinking to explore everything from biology to
physics to ethics. Ptolemy’s model of the universe, with
Earth at the center, became the standard view for over a
thousand years. Archimedes—famous for shouting
“Eureka!”—made major advances in mathematics and
physics, laying the groundwork for mechanics and
engineering.

This talk concludes with the rich legacy of Greek science and
philosophy. Many texts were preserved, translated, and
expanded upon by Islamic scholars such as Al-Kindi,
Avicenna, and Averroes. These works entered Europe
through Islamic and Latin translations, becoming
foundational texts in medieval universities and laying the
groundwork for the Renaissance and the Scientific
Revolution. Through this exploration, we will see how
ancient Greek thought created intellectual tools that continue
to shape scientific and philosophical inquiry today.

Dr. Saridakis is Head Curator at the Griffin Museum of
Science and Industry, overseeing the care of over 35,000
artifacts and developing exhibit content, including the recent
Henry Crown Space Center. A historian of science and
technology and NASA Solar System Ambassador, she holds

teaching experience in history and related fields. She has
spoken at major conferences, appeared on the History
Channel and Atlas Obscura, and has been featured in
numerous media outlets such as the Chicago
Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, WBEZ radio, Fox News, NBC
and ABC.

In Quest of Eudaemonia in the Age of Al
Perspectives from Theological Bioethics,
Science and Medicine

On Sunday, November 16, 2025, Hellenic Link—Midwest
will present Professor Constantine Psimopoulos of Harvard
University in a lecture titled “In Quest of Eudaemonia in the
Age of Al: Perspectives from Theological Bioethics, Science
and Medicine”. The event will take place at Four Points by
Sheraton Hotel, 10249 West Irving Park Road at Schiller
Park, Illinois (southeast corner of Irving Park Road and
Mannheim Road). Admission is free. This lecture is
supported by the Hellenic Foundation.

Professor Psimopoulos will address the question: what kind
of humans do we want to be with AI? Should conversations
in and around bioethics be focusing more on human
flourishing or 'Eudaemonia' 'svdoiuovia’ and if so, why?
How do we define each of these terms or fields of inquiry?
When we talk about the use of Al in Medicine, is this always
something beneficent or ought it be rather worrisome? In
bioethics, as well as in all medicine, one of the principles is
that of nonmaleficence, or "first do no harm." How can this
be upheld and promoted to future doctors, scientists and
clinicians, chaplains in health, healthcare and those in
pastoral care, with the advancement of Al, and some of the
associated biases that are embedded in its algorithms and
Large Language Models? Can we address -and should
anyone be concerned about- issues of justice, matters of
theology, and eudaemonia when it comes to Al, that are not
only important for (us) doctors and scientists but also for
theologians and those who see Logos with capital 'L' as that
Word of God? Character, Virtue, and Phronesis ought to be
embedded as aims in our dialogos with Al, considering that
those are quintessential and relevant to our humanity and the
community at large. This lecture is going to address all of the
above and invite further debate welcoming everyone who is
curious and wish to learn more, as Al is not only affecting
but transforming how we lead our lives, and so it ought to
concern everyone.



Constantine or 'Kosti' Psimopoulos is a Kinesiologist by
training and a bioethicist. He is a visiting scholar in Medicine
and co-Director of the Program on Medicine and Religion at
the University of Chicago (2025-2026), he is on the faculty
at Harvard's Initiative on Health, Spirituality and Religion,
and Senior Program Administrator at the Human Flourishing
program. Elected President of Harvard Medical School's
Student Council, he gave the valedictorian address at his
graduation entitled: “In pursuit of A Moral Awakening in
Medicine & Healthcare: An ethics of Sympraxis.”

Constantine's new bioethics book is the translation into
Greek of: "A Prophet to the Peoples: Paul Farmer’s Witness
and Theological Ethics.” He holds degrees from Aristotle
University, Springfield College, The Ohio State University,
Harvard Medical School, and Stritch School of Medicine,
Loyola University Chicago. Author of three book chapters,
peer-reviewed publications, presentations at National,
International and World conferences, including Public
Orthodoxy, and the Journal of the American Medical
Association (JAMA).

His interests in bioethics lie on theological bioethics and Al,
and public health ethics. He is the recipient of: National
Award by SHAPE America, HMS Dean’s Scholarship,
International Emerging Scholar Award, Teaching Excellence
Award in Bioethics at Johns Hopkins, and perfect score in
Harvard Medical School teaching. Prof. Psimopoulos was
nominated for the International Expanded Reason Award,
from the Vatican Foundation. His work, mentorship and
advocacy for students was recognized by Harvard Medicine
magazine and Harvard Medical School Pulse journal.

In Brief

The Great School of the Nation - H MeyadAnq
ZxoArn tou I'évoug

In September of this year, the new school year began with a
great concern for the three remaining Greek schools in
Istanbul. At the Great School of  the
Nation and Patriarchal Academy of Constantinople, the
oldest operating Greek school, no new student enrolled in the
first grade of high school.

“We are starting with just 30 children this year and without
a single new student. The truth is that we are heartbroken
and saddened by the development,” said the Academy
principal Dimitris Zotos.

In the other schools, there were 16 new enrollments: nine at
the Zografeion Lyceum, and seven at the Zappeion, the only
Greek school offering all levels from kindergarten to high
school. In total, now 302 children attend Greek schools in
Turkey, including the island of Imvros.

“The glory days of the school, with the large numbers of new
students, may be a distant past, but traditionally five to ten
new children were enrolled each year. This is the first time
that there has not been a single new student enrollment in
many years. A similar case occurred 40 years ago, but with
the support of the Greek community here we were able to fill

the classes again,” Zotos said. The institution has many
successes to show for the last 25 years. “We have produced
very good students and we have a very high standard, while
all subjects are taught to the children. This is a privilege,
because it is difficult to staff the schools here.” The teachers
are mainly from Constantinople, while for five years a
philologist from Greece has been serving at the Great
National School. “We continue and that is the important
thing, ” said the principal who teaches mathematics.

For the director of Zografeion Lyceum, however, the bell has
rung a long time ago. “FEight years ago, I too had only
enrolled one student in the first year of high school.
Unfortunately, the number of young people of our race is
decreasing everywhere, even in Greece. There are 2,000 of
us in Constantinople today, and at 65 I consider myself one
of the young people of the Greek diaspora here. Only
children whose at least one of their parents is a Christian
Orthodox Greek, and Turkish citizen, can enroll in our
schools. Despite all this, we have not given up, we are still
continuing, it is no small thing. It is important, that schools
walk together hand in hand for a better tomorrow.”

The Consul General of Greece in Istanbul, Ambassador
Konstantinos Koutras, sees the glass as half full. “I/mbros,
where there was nothing, now has 50 children in
kindergarten, elementary school, middle school and high
school...My approach is to see things from the positive side.
Indeed, there was no new student enrolled in the Patriarchal
Great School of the Nation this year, perhaps we could see
how to solve it. But the important thing is not to be
disappointed, the candle will stay lit and we will all fight for
the flame to flare up even more.” For the school in Imvros,
which suffered serious damage from the recent earthquake,
Mr. Koutras said: “Next year there will be a “new” school
in its place, exactly like the historic building of 1860, where
the Patriarch had studied. I would like to send messages of
optimism and hope, without this having anything to do with
diplomacy.”

The Great School of the Nation is a historic school—the
institution is celebrating its 571st anniversary—and a
reference point for the whole of Istanbul. Visitors from all
over the world flock to the building to take pictures of it, to
see it up close. Many also knock on the door, although it is
difficult for the school’s managers to welcome visitors while
children are studying. “It is characteristic that on Sunday,
during the last day of a very well-known rowing cup that took
place in the Golden Horn in Istanbul, with thousands of
rowers and spectators, the Great School of the Nation was
asked to be illuminated. It is also very important for the
Turks.”

“In Romiosyni, every glory has its own Cross,” said the
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew a year ago, performing
the consecration at the Patriarchal Great School of the
Nation: “You here, the students of this blessed school, have
the extraordinary privilege of having received the blessing
and protection of the Great Church. You are the Patriarchal
Great School of the Nation. You are the present and you are



at the same time its auspicious future. In Romiosyni, every
privilege stems from a responsibility. Every high hill and our
beautiful world have the fragrance of Golgotha. Your
responsibility, therefore, from this high by nature and
location place, is to constantly become a “light”. The light
of the education of our Romiosyni.” (Source: Greek
Newspaper Kathimerini).

From Our History

Excerpts from the monumental work of the
Byzantine historian, Speros Vryonis:

“The Decline of Medieval Hellenism in Asia
Minor and the Process of Islamization from
the Eleventh through the Fifteenth Century”

POLITICAL AND MILITARY COLLAPSE Interrelation
of Byzantine Decline and Turkish Pressure (1042-1071)
(Continuation from the previous issue)

The first of the important cities to be plundered was the
comparatively large and wealthy town of Sebasteia, the
location of the famous shrine of the Forty Martyrs. In 1059
the emir Samuh and other emirs suddenly appeared before
the unwalled city, but initially they hesitated to attack
mistaking the domes of the many churches for the tents of
the defending army. They soon realized that the city was
defenseless, and so massacred pitilessly large numbers of the
inhabitants. The Turks remained in Sebasteia for eight days,
reducing it to ashes and taking a great booty and many
prisoners. The sultan himself took the field in 1064 with a
large army and appeared in Armenia.

Proud of his success, the sultan, this dragon of Persia, that
year pounced upon Armenia. Instrument of divine
vengeance, his wrath spread over the oriental nation, which
he forced to drink the vial of his malice. The fire of death
enveloped with its flames the faithful of Christ. The land was
inundated with blood, and the sword and slavery spread their
ravage here. (quoting historian Matthew of Edessa)

The most important Byzantine city in Armenia, Ani, was
taken and many of the inhabitants put to the sword or carried
off into slavery.

By reason of the weakened resistance at the end of
Constantine's reign, the Turks had become even bolder and
so began to push their incursions farther to the west, where
the larger towns which had been spared the rigors of siege
for centuries now lay defenseless. The urban centers in
central and western Anatolia were in a peculiar situation, for
though protected from the invaders by a greater distance,
they did not have even the protecting forces that the border
cities possessed. With the dissolution of the larger part of the
thematic armies, the more westerly provinces had little
defense; the mercenaries and other available troops were
kept on the eastern borders where they often let the Turks
pass through unhindered, hoping to attack them in the
mountain passes when they were returning from Anatolia in
disarray and laden with booty. Thus, once the Turks had
overrun the border defenses, they sacked the interior almost
freely. The Turks reached the important Cappadocian city of
Caesareia after having been let through by the recalcitrant

troops guarding Melitene. They plundered, destroyed, and
burned the city, singling out the famous shrine of St. Basil.
This they looted, carrying away all the holy items of the
church, and attempted to break into the structure housing the
saint's remains. The church was desecrated and the
inhabitants massacred. In the following year the Turkmens
became bolder, daring to raid, sack, and lead-off captive, the
inhabitants of Neocaesareia, even though Romanus was
encamped in the eastern theme of Lycandus. The ability of
the enemy to sack such an important Anatolian city indicates
not only how completely the system of local defense had
collapsed, but also the essentially different type of military
procedure followed by the Byzantines and their foes. The
numerous Turkish bands might strike at any time and in any
place, but the Byzantine army was usually in one or two
places at any given time. In the same year, while Romanus
besieged the Syrian city of Hierapolis, the Turkish bands
raided farther into Anatolia, and for the second time in the
long history of the Christian-Muslim holy war, the famous
city of Amorium was sacked by a Muslim army, and its
citizens massacred. Hereafter, the raiders contemptuously
disregarded the emperor and his armies in Anatolia. In 1069
while Romanus was in the district of Celtzene, the Turks
passed through Cappadocia pillaging it en route and
continued westward in the direction of Iconium, the emperor
receiving news of this only after he had arrived in Sebasteia.
So, he set out in an effort to catch up with the marauders, but
upon arriving at Heracleous Comopolis, he was informed
that the Turks had already sacked the city.

One year later it was the turn of Chonae, the city sacred to
the Archangel Michael. In 1070 Romanus had been forced to
remain in Constantinople to keep an eye on the bureaucrats
and the Ducas family, so the armies were sent out under the
command of Manuel Comnenus. As Hierapolis in Syria was
under a severe siege, Comnenus was forced to divide his
army and to send a large portion of it to relieve the besieged
city. He himself encamped with the remainder of the army at
Sebasteia where he was defeated and captured by the Turkish
emir Chrysoscule. No sooner had the emperor received this
news in Constantinople than an even greater disaster was
reported to him, the city of Chonae had been savagely
pillaged by the Turks. The famed shrine of the Archangel
was profaned and turned into a stable for the Turkish horses,
and the raiders "filled the region with murder.” The
inhabitants, who were accustomed to flee to the caverns,
where the river went underground in the vicinity of the
sanctuary, were all drowned when the river suddenly
flooded. The sack of Chonae, and especially the drowning of
the fugitives in the underground caverns, were taken by
Byzantine society to be an indication of God's wrath.
Cedrenus relates that formerly the Greeks had interpreted the
devastations and incursions of the Turks in Iberia,
Mesopotamia up to Lycandus, and Melitene to be a sign of
God's anger with the Armenian and Syrian heretics who
inhabited this area. But when the ravages spread to the
regions inhabited by the Greeks, they decided that henceforth
not only correct belief but also living the faith were
necessary.

(To be continued)



From the Riches of Our Cultural Heritage
IMoinon Odvecéa EAvTn

H ITOPEIA ITPOX TO METQIIO

(EAAnvoitaiikog [ToAepog 1940 — 1941)

Enuepavovtog T Ayavviol, pe v avpo tov dotwov,
AdPape T dtoToyn VoL KIVIGOULLE TAAL UITPOGTA, Yol TO LEPT
omov dgv €yel kabBnuepvég kou okorec. ‘Empeme, Aéel, va
TAGOVE TIC YPOUUES TTOL KpaTovGOvE OG TOTE 01 APTIVOL,
ond Xwapa g Temehévt. Aodyo OV
ekeivol moAeplovoave o’ TNV TPAOTN LEPO, CLVEYEL, KL ELYAV
LEIVEL GKEDOV 01 GO1 Kot OEV avTEYOVE AAAO.

Amdeka PEPeg KOG elyape el o Tiow, ota yoprd. Ki
omdve mov cuvnBile T’ owti pag TaA ota YAVKA TpiEipata
g YNG, Kot 0elAd cvAlafilape To yaPfyiouo Tov oKOAOL 1)
TOV a0 TNG LOKPIVIG KOUTAVAG, VO TOL NTAV aVAYKTY|, AEEL,
va yopicovpe 6To UOVO ayoAol Tov EEpayle: 6TO apYd KOl GTO
Bapd twv kavovidv, oto Eepd KOL GTO YPNYOPO T®V
TOALPOA®V.

Noyra tédvo ot voyta Badilope aotopdatnto, £vog ticm on’
TOoV A0, 1010 TVPAOi. Me KOO EEKOAADVTAC TO TOOAPL OO
T Adomn, 6mov, Popég, exataPovAlale icaue To YOvOTO.
Emedn to mo cvyva yiydAile otovg dpopovg EEm, kabg peg
otV yoyn nog. Kot tic Ayec opég 6mov Kavape otdon vo
Eexovpaotovpe, unte mov oAAGCope KovPévta, Hovayo
cofoapoi Kot apidntot, eEyyovtag i &va pkpo dadi, pio pia
gpotpaldpactay ) otoida. 'H @opég mah, av ftov Bole-
T0, AOvape Plaotikd ta podyo Kot Euvopoaotav pe Abdoca
mpeg TOAEG, 660 va, Tpé€ovv ta. aipata. Tt pog eixe avéPer
N VEpO ©¢ T0 A0, KL HTOV GLTO o KL 0T’ TNV KOVPOoH
ovumtoeepto. Téhog, KATOTE OKOVYOTOVE GTO OKOTEWA M
oeupiyTpa, onuadt OTL KWovcape, Kot TaA cav To (o
Tpofovcape UmPooTd vo  kepdicovpe OpoOUO, TPLYOV
Enuepmoet kat pog farlovve otdyo T agpomidva. Emeldn o
®edc dev KATEXE AMO GTOYOVG 1 TETOW, KL O TO “YE
cuvnbeto Tov, 6TV B0 TAVTOTE DOPA ENUEPOVE TO PWG,.

Toteg, YOUEVOL LEC OTIC PELOTIEG, YEPVALE TO KEPAAL AT TO
pépog 1o Papv, 6mov de Pyaivovve dverpa. Kot ta movid pog
Bouwvay, Tov ot divape Tayo onuacio 6Ta AdYL TOVG — i0MG
Kot wov acknuilape yopic attion v mAdon. AAANC AoyNC
guelc yoprateg, W GAl® Aoyid Ewvapla Kot o1deptkd oTo
YEPLOL pHag, Tov E0PKICUEVA VO, “Val.

Addeka pEPES KIOAMG, ElYOUE WES MO TOW® OTo YOPLY
KOLTAEEL O KATPEPTN, MPES TOAAES, TO YUPO TOV TPOCHTOV
pac. Kt andve mov cuvntile Eavd To PATL Lo TO YVAOPLLLO
ToAd onpadia, kot detdd cvAAafilaue To xeilo To Youvo 1
TO YopTATo Amd TOV VIVO UAYOVAO, VO TTOL TN OeVTEPT TN
vOyTa CAUTMS TOA aALALapLE, TNV TPITN AKOUTN TTLO TOAD, TNV
VoTEPT, TNV TETOPTY, T POVEPD, deV UacTay ot id1ot. Move

oav vo Tnyeivapue provAodkl avakato, Bappovces, am’ OAEC
TIC YEVIEG KOUL TIC XPOVIEG, AAAOL TV TMPIVAOV KAp®V KL AALOL
TOALG TOAM®V, TOV “YOv AEVKAVEL O’ TO TEPIGOLN YEVIQL.
Kometavaiot ayélootol pe 10 KEPOAOTAVL, KOl TOTAOES
Bepid, Loyieg Tov 97 1 tov *12, unaitlndeg Procvpoi mdvov
on’ TOV MU0 OElOVIOS TO TWEAEKL, OMEANTEC KOl
GKOVLTOPOPOPOL, e TO aipa endve Tovg akdun Bovpydpwv
kol Tovpkwv. Ohot padi, diymg pild, xpdvoug apuéTpnTong
OYKOLLOY MVTOG TAGL TTAGL, Staaivapie TiG payes, To apdyyLo,
diywg va Aoyopraloope dAro timote. Ioti, xabdg otOv
Bopovv amaveTéG avamodlEg TOvg 1010VG TOLG avOpOTOVG
nwhvta, ovvnBav ekeivor oto Kakd, 1éAog tov aAralovv
ovoua, 10 Aev [pappévo 1 Moipa — €tol ki epeic
EMPOY®POVCALE 1G10 TAVOVL G avtd mov Aéyaue Kotdpa,
omm¢ Ba Aéyape Avidpa 1 XOyvepo. Me kbémo EekoldvTag
70 mOddGPL amd TN Adomn, 6oL, POPES, ekatafodMale ioape
T0 yovarto. Emedn], 1o mo ovyvd, yiydile otovg Spopouvg
¢Em, Kabm¢ peg otnv yoyn pag. Kt 6t nuoctov ciud moio
ota uépn Omov dev €yel kabBnuepwvég Kol okOAeg, UNTE
apPAOCTOVG KOl YEPOVUS, UNTE PT®YOVS Kot TAOVGIOVE, TO
kataroPaivape. Tati k1o fpoviog Tépa, KATL Gav KaTaryida
oo o’ Ta fouvd, duvapwve ohoéva, TOGO Tov Kabapd 6To
télo¢ va dafalovpe To apyod Kot To fapd TV KOVOVIDV, TO
Eepd KOl TO YpNYopo TV ToAVPOA®V. "Yotepa Kol yoti,
0A0&Va IO GUYVE, TOYOIVE TOPO V' OTAVTOOUE A’ T GALO
UEPOG VA pOoVTOL Ol OPYEC 01 CLVOOEIES LLE TOVG AAPOLLEVOLG.
Omov ambovove yapov to GOpeic. Ol VOGOKOUOL, LE TOV
KOKKIVO oTOpO 6T0 TEPIPPayldvio, OTOVOVTOS UEGH OTIS
TOAGQLEC, KO TO LLATL TOVG AYP1o Yo Totydpo. Kt omod katomt,
o0V 0KOVYOVE Y10 TOV TPUPOVGALE, KOUVOUGAV TO KEPAAL,
apYVOVTOG 16TOopies Yo onueio Ko tépata. Oumg gpeig to
uoévo mov mPocEyape NTOV EKEIVEC Ol QMOVEG UEGOH OTO
OKOTEWE, TOV avEBavay, KOLTEG KON Amd TV Tooa, TOV
BvBov N to Bt «Ot OF, pdva Lovy, «ot ot, péva Lovy, Kot
KATOTE, MO OTAVLA, VO TVIYXTO LOVGOVVIGLLA, 1010 poyoAnTod,
7ov ‘Aeyav, 6cot Epave, eivarl avTdC 0 pOYY0G TOL BavaTov.

"Htav @opég mov eaépvave pali Toug Kt aiyLoA®TONS, HOAG

TACUEVOVG Alyeg dPeG TPV, ot EQPVIKA YIOUPOLGLO. TOV
Kévav Ta mepimola. Bpouovoave kpaoi ta yvota Toug, Kt ot
Toémeg Toug youdteg koveépPa 1| cokordtec. Opmg epeig
dev glyape, OTL KOPUEVO, T YIOQUPLN THO® UG, Kol TO Alyd
HOVAGPLOL Hag, KL eKEiva aviumopa HECA 6TO YLOVL Kol OTN)
YAoTpada ™ Aacmovptds. Téloc, Kamola gpopd, goviKave
LOKPLA 01 KAmtvol Tov avERaivay HePLEC HEPLEC, KL O1 TPAOTEG
otov opilovta KOKKIVES, AUUTEPES POTOPOAIDES.



