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Upcoming Events New Orleans jazz sheep farm cometijake a Joyful

The Life, Times, Films and Influence of Noise

Melina Mercouri Greek Elysium and Egyptian Ideas at about

On Sunday, October 17, 2010, Hellenic Link—Midwe#$63 BC
presentdr. Andrew Horton professor of Film and Video
Studies at the University of Oklahoma, in a lectiited “|
Was Born Greek!: The Life, Times, Films and Infageaf
Melina Mercouri (1920-1994) The event will take place
at 3 pm at the Four Points by Sheraton Hotel, 1024t
Irving Park Road at Schiller Park (southeast comfer
Irving Park Road and Mannheim Road). Admissiomes f
for HLM members and $5 for non-members.

On Sunday, November 21, Hellenic Link—Midwest
presents Professdtanno Marinatos§rom the Department
of Classics and Mediterranean Studies at the Usityeof
lllinois at Chicago, in a lecture titledsteek Elysium and
Egyptian Ideas at about 663 BCThe event will take
place at 3 pm at the Four Points by Sheraton Hb§&49
West Irving Park Road at Schiller Park (southeaster

of Irving Park Road and Mannheim Road). Admiss®n i
Dr. Horton has lived and worked in Greece for aeight free for HLM members and $5 for non-members.

years since the time of the Junta in the 1960’s kamslv
Melina and her filmmaking husband Jules Dass
personally for years. He wishes to share the pdtetina
had as a person, as an actress, as a Greek aagjaiast
the Junta, and finally as the Minister of Culturdhie latter
part of her life helping all parts of Greece to wgro
culturally in theater, film, and the other arts. Wil also
share the project he is completing for a featureesplay
about Melina’s life.

In the Odyssey and the poems of Hesiod we heart @ou
|8vely place known as tHelysian Fieldsor thelsles of the
BlessedWhere are these places? An attempt will be made
first to locate them on a map and second to sh@ambp
including the beyond (the other world). The ideatlo#
beyond and its special properties arrived from Egyp
where we find many of the same motifs as in the éfam
poems. Egyptian ideas on the afterlife will be eixeuh
and compared with those of the Greeks.

Clips will be shown from several of her famousnbl The lecture will then address the historical cirstances

I(g(égi;ﬂg%f{l)ﬁétﬁ%ﬁpeavgié)agS?lg;daM%O),TOpkapl under which the j[ransmission took place {:md aw@ilsbe

' made that the lliad and the Odyssey originate @ ‘&t
Finally, perhaps we can all agree, Greece todaylsneeentury BCE, around 663 BCE. The historical context
another Melina or someone like her to help “make given by the expansion of the Assyrian empire dred t
difference in hard times!” Greek-Egyptian resistance to this expansionism.

Andrew Hortonis the Jeanne H. Smith Professor of Filmanno Marinatoscompleted her degree in Classics at the
and Video Studies at the University of Oklahoma, ddniversity of Colorado with a doctoral thesis on
award winning screenwriter, and the author of tywéimtee Thucydides and Religioand taught for a year at Oberlin
books on film, screenwriting and cultural studie€ollege as an assistant professor (1979-1980).ttgre
including: ‘The Films of Theo Angelopoulos” returned to Greece where she took up her fathertk an
“Screenwriting For A Global Market”;'Henry Bumstead Minoan Crete specializing on Minoan religion, ddi@
and the World of Hollywood Art Direction®*Writing The which she is of world renown. Since 2001 she islb f
Character Centered Screenplayand ‘Laughing Out professor teaching ancient Greek at the departroént
Loud: Writing The Comedy Centered Screenplay” Classics at the University of lllinois at Chicago.

His films include Brad Pitt's first feature filnThe Dark She has four books on Minoan Crete and one on Greek
Side of the Surand the much awardeS8omething In religion all dealing with the relationship betweeuwiture
Betweer(I983, Yugoslavia, directed by Srdjan Karanovicland religion:Minoan Religion, Minoan Sacrificial Ritual,
He has given screenwriting workshops around thddwoArt and Religion in Theraand The Goddess and the
including Norway, Germany, England, the CzecWarrior. Her latest bookMinoan Kingship and the Solar
Republic, Greece, New Zealand, Switzerland ar@oddesswas just published by the University of Illinois
throughout the United States. Press. She has also published about 100 papers in
international journals dealing with Archaic Greemed
inoan Crete. Her latest interest is the relatignabf
Homer to Egyptian traditions.

His current scripts in development include one #&bo
Melina Mercouri,| Was Born Greeland a New Zealand



In Brief loss of more than $1 billion in 2008, on sales lofut

. $253 million. The average salary of a rail employge
New HLM Board of Directors more than $78,000. Employees benefited from
Effective June ¥, the composition of the HLM Board of politically inspired pay increases over the lastaike.
Directors is as follows: Vangelis Economou, preside Between 2000 and 2009, the cost of the company’s
Andreas Melas, vice president and recording seagretapayroll soared by 50 percent even as overall peedon
George Alexopoulos, treasurer; Stefanos Sakelgriddecreased by 30 percent. According to Mr. Mournguri
corresponding secretary; Petros Antonopoulos, bodat Hellenic Railways to just break even, it woulded
member; and Constantine Tzanos, board member. to increase passenger traffic by a factor of 10, an

HLM Scholarships outcome that seems unlikely.
: .. According to the Greek newspaper Kathimerini (Augus
A number of scholarships, $1,500 or more each, lvll 7. 2010), in 2009, the various companies overdsen

awarded to university or college students of Greqﬁ A
. , : e Athens Urban Transport Organization (OASA),
descent that are residents of a Midwestern Staipie€ including the buses, metro and electric railwayersp

Of. the_z_application, V.Vith c_om_plete detai!s on deet, 800 million euros on wages but their combined info
eligibility, and selection criteria can obtained at were no more than 350 million euros. Between 20@6 a
http://www.helleniclinkmidwest.org/HLMW- 2009, OASA'’s losses increased from 2.2 billion t6 3
scholarship.html billion. During the same period, the average sefadf

. public transport workers increased by 22 percehe T
'(I;l;fnpaﬁ/:::agement of Greek Public firm that runs the tram, which started operatin@@94,

spends 30 million euros a year to pay its staff dnly

According to the NY Times (July 21, 2010), in 2009makes 5 million euros from selling tickets. The eagf
Goldman Sachs and Morgan Stanley advised the Gresslnme employees at public companies are inflated by
government to overhaul its money-losing railwagpvertime, bonuses for their participation on coneeis,
system. It was recommended to lay-off half of thextraordinary payments and supplementary pay. A&,0S
system’s 7,000 workers and have the government tdke instance, the average wage not including thaedd
on roughly half of the company’s 8 billion eurosdebt. extras is just over 32,000 euros but once all theyd
The suggestion did not fly. LossesHgllenic Railways benefits have been added, it goes up to more thR06
(OSE) continue to mount — at the rate of 3 millioreuros. An example of how these benefits are apjdied
euros a day. Its total debt has increased to $li8rior that metro train drivers work eight hours a day toutr
about 5 percent of Greece’s gross domestic product. of those hours are treated as overtime, meanindttbat

The International Monetary Fund and the Europeaﬁ¥erage monthly wage is more than 6,000 euros.

Union, are requiring that the debt of Hellenic Rays, National Priorities and Political Sensitivity
as well as the off-balance-sheet obligations ofeth
state-owned enterprises, be counted toward Greec§p
official debt — which Greece has agreed to do. psial : ; -
estimate the total to be around $33.6 billion, i shat fu_r|1|(ij(;rrl]g g)Isozeo/ln(i:rr]((a:?g:gefrc\)/vrrr\]i%?.&}gﬂl(l:lgounm?ur?ssﬂ?rs th
would add another 11 percentage points to Greecd 'fb ko tov (K tﬁ' ini. July 17 23610
current debt level of about 120 percent of grosaekiic verge of bankruptcy (Kathimerini, July 17, 2010)
product. Some have argued that Hellenic Railwa :
should shut down the majority of its routes, esqicin ¥rom Our History

the mountainous Peloponnese region where traifBhe Reasons for the Civil War

manned by drivers being paid as much as $130,000~@m the book “Blood and Tears, Greece 1940-1949" b
year, frequently run empty. George C. Papavizas

e Greek government, with the concurrence of the
osition parties, has approved their annual state

The Greek government has provided sovereign backiAgsuming that the nature of the conflict is nowtledt

to Hellenic Railways, thus allowing it to borrowllimns several fundamental questions still remain: Whakeviee
from accommodating foreigners even though thHeasic reasons underlying the conflict? And, more
company’s finances are so skewed that it pays thiriegportantly, what were the responsibilities of theft and
times as much on interest expenses than it coliectsRight in triggering the confrontation that caudeel hation
revenue. Until now, Greece has been able to ugailts so much blood and tears?

system as a means to support employment while
adding to its official debt. “This was an accougtinick,
another good way for the government to hide itst,de
said John C. Mourmouris, a former chief execut‘l‘v’re e allies. For a long time the British, and latee
the railway who is now an economics professor. BUtAmericans had used Greece's geonolitical andesteat
Icompank))/ with iO(t))_“million euros  in r(?,V?nuf;] callgt r%osition as'a bridgehead to advar?ce Ft?heir own ad?mi
onger borrow illion euros a year.” In the late : : ,

annual figures available, Hellenic Railways reporee editerranean interests. The Soviets used Greeaehas

rﬁ%m a global perspective, the civil war's origaga be
btraced to the conflicting foreign interests in Gaeeeluring
(X¥orld War Il and the ensuing Cold War realities ago



spot at the beginning of the Cold War and explotteal another serious reason for the civil war. The latk
KKE (Communist Party of Greece) as a war instrunt@nt harmony during those years was the catalyst fofitiad
force the British and the Americans out of the Balkand bloody cleavage.

eventually the Eastern Mediterranean. It is in tuatext : :
o . The extreme mistrust between EAM/ELAS (which
that the hot conflict in Greece must be considendich controlled most of Greece in 1944) and the Greek

leads to the question: Would civil war have flargadin : . ,

. . S government did not vanish with the German deparure
Greece if the allies had not been embroiled inld war? the signing of the Varkiza Agreement after the
Stalin had accepted Churchill's suggestion of @&@ent Dekemvriana The political and social gap between the
British influence in Greece after the war, but hever two extremes was very deep and became deepetimih t
really abandoned his plan to propel Greece intoothit It was fed by the loathing that had emerged irptiegious
and fulfill the age-old Russian-Soviet dream oftoglling  two rounds and by the flourishifgndartiko (resistance),
the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean. The only thiwhich created conditions for a deep chasm in spclédte
that held Stalin back from ordering the KKE to egggan idea of going to the mountains and challenging
armed conflict immediately after Varkiza was higovernment authorities with arms connoted intent to
agreement with Churchill and the fear of Greatdinls overthrow the existing political and economic ordar
and America's intervention. After Churchill's farsousection of the Greek population felt that suchreahto the
address at Fulton, Missouri, however, in which éela@ted status quaindermined the country's bourgeois orientation.
that "An iron curtain has descended across the Continenh contrast, the men in the mountains felt thatpjeeo
(5 March 1946), Stalin no longer felt obliged tadabby supporting the government were monarcho-fascists an
the 1944 percentages agreement. It is remarkalble thnemies of the people.

Churchill's 'lIron Curtain' address preceded Zachariadis
meeting with Stalin in Moscow and Crimea (April 894
by a little over a month. At that meeting, Stalppeved
the KKE decision to escalate the war.

Biberation sharpened the differences and rallied th
opposing camps. Much had changed between the German
occupation and the country's liberation. Greece was
hopelessly and tangibly divided into two sectiorntheut

As long as it was not obvious he was the agitéttaras in  borders: the occupied country which received ecdaniom
Stalin's interest to embroil Greece in a civil waat would help from international agencies (Red Cross, Swegter)
distract his former allies and exhaust their resggirMany and Free Greece, the rural areas that dependedeon t
observers agreed that Stalin instigated the cordlicat own meager resources for survival. The Free Grekite
least tacitly approved it. They speak of three iptess resistance had been cut off from the international
scenarios: (a) that Zachariadis suggested in a ntemocommunity. Its ideological and social bases weré no
Stalin that the conflict be started, which Stajipi@ved at enough to sustain its continuity. The economic $tapd
their Crimea meeting; (b) that Stalin urged Zaddis to created prerequisites for civil war. The extremisirthe
begin the conflict; and (c) that Stalin ordered lZa@dis Right fostered the extremism of the Left aride versa

to begin the Third Round for reasons of the SdJigbn's The national government after the Varkiza agreement
foreign policy. continued its attempts to consolidate the pre-vaditigal

The writings and pronouncements of high-echelon KK%]OI economic system in a country that the Left had

that blatant foreign interference explains thelaar in : . .
Greece. Dimitri Vlantas (Democratic Army of Greecgg:]%esrigem signed as the civil war was actuallytst i
((DAG) Major-General), for instance, who remaine '

faithful to Zachariadis to the end and spent aitlgisirty The KKE's decision to sign the Varkiza Agreement
years in the Soviet Union after DAG's defeat, winthis reflected a broader Communist plan to step backward
book Betrayed Revolution'The leadership of the Sovietunder pressure but continue the struggle by allnsiea
KK (Communist Party) encouraged the KKE leadership Zachariadis confessed in his memorandum to Stélir8o
intensify the war to promote Russian self intetkgtiso, May 1947 that "In reality Varkiza was only a pausbe
Zachariadis said to Achileas Papaioannou in SoygodKE, signing the agreement made a step backwagdito
Siberia, before his death: "The responsibility e time." He reaffirmed this view at the Sixth Plenofrthe
beginning and the end of the civil war is not esitlaly KKE's Central Committee (9 October 1949): "Aftee th
ours," implying that someone else was also resplensi defeat in December 1944, Varkiza was a nhecessary
He also wrote in 1968: "For the success of our [gmpumaneuver to reorganize the people's democratiegdrc
movement we were forced to take the guns in oud$ia
again. This decision was approved by our brotheithe
Balkans and Eastern Europe, who promis
wholeheartedly a great support.”

In these circumstances - the dark clouds of thel Qddr,
bridgeable dichotomies between the extreme Ledt a
ight, and the KKE's plans for a future strugglé ige

motion before the ink on the Varkiza Agreement digs-

Polarization between the Left and Right, which gedly we may then ask: What triggered the three-yearliconf

sharpened in occupied Greece during the resistggars and what were the responsibilities of the Left &ight?

and was underlined by political and economic weess (to be continued



From the Riches of Our Cultural Heritage
Poetry by Constantinos Kavafy

Ev Meyaln EAMnvucn Amouaia, 2007, X.

‘Ot to Ipdrypota 6gv Paivouy Kat' guynyv oty Amoikia
dev PV’ M ehoyyiotn apeiBoiio

Kol W' OA0 OV OTTMGOVV TPAPOVL EUTPOG,

towg, KaBmg vouilovv ovk oAriyot, va £pBace o Kapdg
va pépovpe [oltikd AvapopemT.

Ouwc 1o mpdokoppa K 1 Suekoiia

€lval Tov KAUvouve Lo 1otopio

peydan ke Tpdypa ot Avapopeotol

avtoi (Evthymua Ba ftav ov moté

dev Tovg ypetdovray koveic). I'd kabe 11,

Y14 10 TAPapKPO pwtovve K eEetdlovv,

K’ evfic otov vou Toug pilikég petappuduioceig falovv,
He TV amaitnon va ektehecBolv dvev avafoing.

‘Eyovve kot pia kAlon oteg Buoieg
TopoutnBOeive amo ™y Ko oog exeivy

n KOTOYN 00¢ EIVOL EMOPANG:

7 TET01EC KTNOEIS OKPIPDS PAGTTOVY TEC ATIOIKIES.
TopoutnBeive amo v mpocodov avty,

Ko o TV aAAnva. v covopy],

KL OTO TV TPITH TOUTHV, (WG GOVETELD, PUOIKI]
elvau Lev ovoIMOELS, 0AAG T VoL YIVEL,

00G ONuIoVPYOLY wia emProfin evlovn

K1 660 otov éheyyd TOVC TPOY®POVVE,

Bpiokovv ko Bpickovv mepittd, kot va teviovv {nrovve

TPAYLLOTO TOL OU®G SOGKOAM TOL KOTOPYEL KAVELG.

Kt 6tov pe 10 kahd, teEleumoovve TV €pyacia,

Kl OPIGOVTEG KOl TEPIKOYOAVTES TO TTOV AETTOEPDC,
anéABovv, maipvovtag kot Ty dikaia picbodocia,
VOl QOVLLE TL ATTOUEVEL TTLOL, PETEL

TOGN OEWVOTITO YELPOVPYIKT].

Towc dev £pBaocev akoun 0 Kopdg

No pn pralopedo e’ emkivovvoy mpdrypo 1 Bic.

Ta Tpdwpa PETPA PEPVOLV LETOUELELD.

"Exet dromo moAAd, BePaimg kat Suotuyms, 1 AmotkioL.
Oumg vrdpyet Tt To avpdTIVOV Ympic ATEAEL;

Kot téhog mavtmv, v, tpafodp’ eumpog.

On A Large Greek Colony, 200 B. C.

That things in the Colony are not what they shddd
no one can doubt any longer,
and though in spite of everything we do go forward,

maybe—as more than a few believe —the time has come

to bring in a Political Reformer.

But here's the problem, here's the hitch:

they make a tremendous fuss

about everything, these Reformers.

(What a relief it would be

if no one ever needed them.) They probe everywhere,
question the smallest detail,

and right away think up radical changes

that demand immediate execution.

Also, they have a liking for sacrifice:

Get rid of that property;

your owning it is risky:

properties like those are exactly what ruin colanie
Get rid of that income,

and the other connected with it,

and this third, as a natural consequence:

they are substantial, but what can one do?

the responsibility they create for you is damaging.

And as they proceed with their investigation,
they find an endless number of useless thingsrioredte
things that are, however, difficult to get rid of.

And when, all being well, they finish the job,

every detail now diagnosed and sliced away,

and they retire, also taking the wages due to them
it will be a miracle if anything's left at all

after such surgical efficiency.

Maybe the moment has not yet arrived.

Let's not be too hasty: haste is a dangerous thing.

Untimely measures bring repentance.

Certainly, and unhappily, many things in the Colarg
absurd.

But is there anything human without some fault?

And after all, you see, we do go forward.



