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Upcoming Events Laing Prize from the University of Chicago Premsg A

The Myth of Equality and Citizen Militias in History of the Archaic Greek World ca. 1200-479BC

Archaic Greece Academic Conference on the Asia Minor

On Sunday, October 18, HeIIenic_ Link—Midwest présen Catastrophe Hosted by the Pontian Society
Jonathan Hall, head of the Classics Dept. at thegBity pejlenic  Link—Midwest co-sponsors an  all-day

of Chicago, in a lecture titled “The Myth of Equgland  conference, hosted by the Pontian Greek Society of
Citizen Militias in Archaic Greece”. The event wilike Chicago on Saturday, November 7, at the Westin IHote

place at 3 pm at the Four Points Sheraton Hote€490 100 River Road, Rosemont, IL, from 8 am to 5 pm.

West Irving Park Road at Schiller Park (southeast@  attendance is free to the public if registered bgt.31.

of Irving Park Road and Mannheim Road). Admiss®n irpere is a registration fee of $15 after Oct. 3dndh is
free for HLM members and $5 for non-members. $30. The conference will focus on the Hellenic

One of the distinctive characteristics of the amcigreek €xperience in Asia Minor, Pontos, and Eastern Thrac
"polis," or city-state, was that its citizens, kalygengaged during the early part_of the Q@entury and the events that
in agricultural production, were also obliged tdettel followed the “Megali Catastrophe”. Several scholars
their families and territory. By at least the seaten scheduled to present the results of their mostntece
century, the Greeks had developed a mode of fightifiésearch on these events, as follows:
known as "hoplite warfare,” in which densely-packed  Dr. Taner Akcam (Associate Professor — History Dept
ranks (phalanges) of heavily-armed infantrymeGlark University, Worchester, MA): The Greek
confronted one another on level terrain outsideeit “Deportations” and Massacres of 1913-1914. A Trial
Recent scholarship has tended to view such infiangin  Run for the Armenian Genocide.
\?VZrﬁ%l;IFr)ﬁiZﬂt ef:femr']?!yp}giesijwﬁgréh;t %Zwma Dr. Constantine Hatzidimitriou (Adjunct Professot. S
Johns University, NY)Official and Unofficial American

Egglg‘%sl drzgsagined;:;lsloeqt%alig)ég gfogliﬁggl mﬁuj Reactions to the Asia Minor “Catastrophe’—what the
9 p Documentary Evidence Reveals.

equality that would, in some cities, eventuallgulé in _ _ S
the establishment of  democracy. One especiaMatthias Bjornlund (Historian and Researchétjpects
prominent scholar has even suggested that theseneit Of Western Sources and Interpretations of the Ranti
militias of yeoman farmers stand at the roots often  Genocide.

civilization and are the archetypal model of a nmode Dr. Alexander Kitroeff (Associate Professor of Idist,
(republican) liberal democracy. Haverford College, PAJfhe Plight of the Greek Refugees

A closer study, however, of the literary and\lter the Break-up of the Ottoman Empire.

archaeological evidence suggests that it may haem b Dr. Van Coufoudakis (Dean Emeritus of the College o
misconstrued. There are many reasons to suspéchéna Arts and Sciences Purdue University, Indiaffa)rkey’s
hoplite phalanx enshrined social and economigeliberate and Systematic Violations of Internasion
distinctions within its ranks, rather than equalapd that Agreements since 1923.

this was a natural reflex of the class- and stausdd For more information, visitttp:/mww.pontiangreeks.org
aristocracies that governed the city-states of Gareewn o, g (630)303-4361.
to about the time of the first Persian invasiod9 BCE.

Jonathan M. Hall graduated with a BA from the From Our History
University of Oxford and a PhD from the University Bloody December

g%rt?r?rtjigﬁégeé.se?\tjir(:r:;’]%élg?oyrl“SinFa%soﬁ?Jrr]nanities From the book “Red Acropolis, Black Terror: The &ke
9 'Civil War And The Origins Of The Soviet-American

Professor and Chair of Classics, and Professohén tS. ) "
Department of History at the University of Chicagotslvalry’ 1943-1949" by Professor Andre Gerolymatos

Among his publications ar&thnic Identity in Greek A contributing factor to the estrangement betwess t
Antiquity (which won the Charles J. Goodwin Awardpostliberation government and the rest of society that
from the American Philological Associatiomjellenicity:  the political regime that now represented the dtatenot
Between Ethnicity and Culturevhich won the Gordon shared the experience of occupation. Concurrefaly,




three and a half years the puppet regimes, foisted radical and revolutionary groups that would undeemi
Greece by the Axis, had gutted the credibility ofhe traditional establishment in the country aslvasl
government. Although individual members of thehreaten British interests in the region. For Chilisconly
government had lived in Greece during those dails dathe return of the Greek monarchy would guarantee
and later made t_hei_r way to the Middle East, thstability and legitimacy.
e 22 o SHcn a1 e oner P Ahough s claim is ot substantited by _any
Greek world. In addition, during the occupationnteat documentation, some h|stor|_ans as well as postwar
between the Greek government-in-exile and thetezsie ag?r%uggt; eg]:j ttr(])ezssbee:/r?(;]tti ecl_ﬂ]rnirdtkmgui?gi?‘ng:%c;w&;at °
was sporadic at best and overshadowed by the rBritifg :

I . e Sacred Squadron but was prevented from doify so
The SOE maintained almost exclusive control ov L . :
contact with the resistance groups, further mafiging toetrﬁglt:;rs]b;:éairneglzgg ﬁgé’b\}vmfgnﬁgu{ﬁgnégﬁﬁg
the official representatives of the Greek state. that" ... the disbandment of the Creek Brigade didnd a
For the most part, the resistance supplanted theofdhe disaster of the first order." The Foreign Office,turn,
state, especially the KKE-dominated EAM, by cregtin had transmitted Churchill's view to Leeper, thetiShi
civil and military infrastructure, wherever possipland ambassador in Athens, who passed it on to the Greek
assuming the traditional trappings of governmentgkime minister. Papandreou was inclined to acchet t
institutions. In the mountain communities of cehatad demobilization of all volunteer units but was ureld
northern Greece, away from the immediate reachhef tconvince either the British or the right-wing elangein
Axis, the KKE, through EAM, had established a ptates and out of the government

that still remained entrenched after liberation.aA®sult, gn 28 November, the three EAM ministers (loannis

evgos, Alexannder Svolos, and llias Tsirimokos}jha
grovisional government, at the suggestion of Pajgang

in December 1944, Greece was shared by two sxieti
the small mountain villages that enjoyed a measiire

freedom from the Axis, and the left-wing resistanc o ;
underground groups in the larger cities. In comtlasge roposed another compromise in which the new army

segments of urban dwellers as well as parts of tﬁ/ould consist of one brigade of ELAS, another afiadq

, o : ?rength to be recruited from the Third MountaiigBde
Peloponnesus remained loyal to traditional authauitd !
hostile to the KKE and its front organizations. $&éwo the Sacred Squadron, and EDES—all other Greekorce

faces of Greece effectively confronted each otler the would be disbanded by 10 December. The cabinet

. . ; accepted the compromise, but twenty-four hours, late
next thirty-three days and continued to remainesped .
long after the end of the fighting. 29 November, Zevgos, one of the EAM ministers,

returned to Papandreou's office, accused him ofditg
Despite these cleavages and mistrust, the questamd withdrew the offer, demanding once again tliat a
remains: Was the bloodletting of December inevitabl forces be disbanded, including the Third Mountain
The spark that set off the chain of events thattted Brigade and the Sacred Squadron. What caused this
Sunday's demonstration and killings was the failoire about-face is not clear. The explanation providedhe
inability of the Papandreou government to balaree tKKE and EAM is that they withdrew their consent
problems of security and the strategic interestdhef because Papandreou was planning to trick them, by
British against the suspicions of the left. Théical issue excluding the Third Mountain Brigade and the Sacred
was control of the Greek army and police force® Side Squadron from the total strength of the proposed ne
that commanded the military and security apparatisigades Papandreou rejected the KKE's demands
would also dominate the state. The KKE and EAM haaltright.

proposed that all armed forces in Greece be deinetil
and a new army be created by conscripting eligitds
from the general population. In practical terms thieant
that the ELAS guerrillas, as well as any otherstasice
bands, would turn in their arms and return hometh&t
same time, the Greek government would order thedTh
Mountain Brigade and the Sacred Company to disband.

Another explanation for the December Uprising it it
was a show of strength organized by George Siatites,
acting general secretary of the KKE. Siantos gadhthiat
the small number of British forces in Greece, ali a®
the Third Mountain Brigade and the Sacred Squadron,
Wwould not have been sufficient to prevent ELAS from
gaining control of and dominating Athens, which
The Papandreou government, with the exception ®f thffectively meant dominating all of Greece. If thats the
EAM and KKE ministers, was reluctant to lose thdyon case, it is not clear why the KKE leadership degtitie
two loyal military formations at its disposal. TBeitish, handicap its effort by committing only the reserve
for their part, were not prepared to surrendehtoKKE elements of ELAS in Athens, while the most experéeh
and EAM any military or political advantage. Chulich and best equipped units were kept away from théatap
and the British Foreign Office were suspicious 8f aduring the first critical weeks of the fighting.lAccounts
resistance organizations in Greece and viewed #hemagree that the December Uprising was triggeredhby t



clash between the demonstrators and the polichain twas transmitted to the left-wing resistance in Geee
fateful Sunday, but the recourse to a full-scale, wather . :
than just an attempt at retaliation by the leftmisre In a recent analysis, Peter Savakis states that tre

. X Soviets received direct confirmation of American
complicated. It is all the more remarkable becaitee illingness to accept a British-Soviet agreemerdrdtie
communists had accepted a compromise that hadeaahalﬂ’ . ; ,

" ; G alkans, it became essential for Stalin to make #ouat
the British to send forces into Greece after th a the KKE did not disrupt the delicate horse tradin
withdrawal, as well as the decision of the KKE &#&M P 9

- : - between the Allies. Stavrakis suggests, "A plaesibl
to participate in a provisional government led lgo€ye o : .
Papandreou. hypothesis is that Stalin felt compliance would be

guaranteed only by the dispatch of a military noissio
On 26 September 1944 in Caserta, ltaly, the Gre#le partisan strongholds in the mountains of Gretxe
Government of National Unity along with all thepresent the KKE with direct instructions to adophare
resistance organizations had concluded an agreeimentonciliatory policy."

facilitate the transition from occupation to libéoa,

which also included that all guerrilla bands andiedll At the very least, the Popov mission to the KKE and

AS underscored the Russian ambivalence toward the

];?)rr%ﬁarlg fo(.‘: rterzmicgurg?ouridof ?ﬁe V‘iﬁcgﬁjunlﬂfi%égﬁb' reek communists while its presence in Greece alrm
and surprised the British, Previously, in a gestafe

army was established. With the stroke of a penKKKE . Lo o oo X
. L Allied solidarity, the British had invited the Sets to
and the other left-wing organizations had surresdier. n the AIIiedWmiIitary mission to the Greek resisce.

their military advantage in Greece and handed ov%)ﬂt the Russians declined. Despi L L

. . pite earlier indioatthat
control of the country to their opponents. the Soviets were prepared to reach an accommodation
In the summer of 1944, the KKE-dominated ELASver the Greek issue, the arrival of the Popov ionss
numbered over 50,000 well-armed men and women acame unexpectedly, catching the British unpreparad.
could have easily opposed the landing of Britisiops in  Soviets had flown from Yugoslavia to an Anglo-
Greece. Under these circumstances, the British dvoudmerican base in Barri, Italy, and then asked pesion
have been obliged either to fight ELAS after ther@s from the British authorities to make a test fligiver the
left, creating a public relations nightmare for @hill as  Adriatic. Instead, once in the air, the Russianngla
well as for the Allies, or to accept the inevitabiel leave proceeded to Greece and landed on a makeshitldiifi
the KKE in control of the country.33 Either optionNeraidia, western Thessaly, near the location®BhbAS
presented serious difficulties, but ultimately tKKE, headquarters and the headquarters of the KKE. TéekG
thanks to Soviet intervention, went along with @eserta communists were jubilant, but after the initialed@tations
Agreement. and talks with Popov, they quickly became downcast.

The Soviet contribution to the sticky negotiatidsesween The unwillingness or inability of the Soviets tlace

the British and the Greek Government of Nationaityyn the British as | he arsenal of the left-wing resiste was a
with the KKE and the left-wing resistance took gldn severe blow to the Greek communists. The KKE, thinou
the Middle East and culminated, according to somits newspaper, Rizospastis, had been exaltingubeess
sources, with the sudden arrival of a Russian amjlit of the Red Army against the Germans and was
mission, headed by Colonel Grigori Popov, to ocedpi anticipating that in a matter of time the Russieusild
Greece on the night of 25 July 1944 For severalthson liberate the Balkans and Greece. No doubt for n@ny
following the winter of 1944, the Soviets and thetish the KKE leadership the arrival of the Soviet missivas
were working toward developing some type o& prelude to a Soviet advance on Greece, but Popoot
compromise over their mutual interests in the Badka reaction to their enthusiasm dashed any hopes @étSo
pending the German pullout from the region. Theyonliberation.

drawback to a potential Soviet-British understagdiras
whether the United States would accept the divigibn
the region into spheres of influence.

Indeed, all of the published accounts of the Greek
communists who wrote about the Popov Mission agree
that the Russian delegation discouraged any notibtte
During the negotiations, the Soviet embassy indams KKE using ELAS to take over the country. Vasos
gingerly trying to send a message to the KKE that t Georgiou, the editor of Rizospastis, and a prirfcipa
Russians preferred an amicable resolution of theeksr assistant to George Siantos, provides recent @syim
situation. In July 1944, Nikolai Novikov, the Soavie about these events and, in a roundabout way, certliey
ambassador in Cairo, recommended to Svolos, thiedfeaelation and eventual disappointment generated By th
the PEEA (Political Committee of National Liberat)p arrival of the Soviets:

tha_t EAM should join the Greek Government of Nadion e waited for them [the Soviets] with great anttipn
Unity. The same message was conveyed to Petro&Roug\r/]d we welcomed them very warmly in the early

the KKE representative in Cairo, by the Soviet ciiéa ) ;
who was told to make sure that the ambassadons Vigfternoon, as the real liberators. (To be continued



From The Riches Of Our Cultural Heritage

Poetry by Mapia IToAudoupn
TNoti p' ayannoeg

Agv Tpayovdd Topd Yot P aydnnoeg
OTO TEPAGLLEVA YPOVINL

KOl 0€ NAL0 G€ KAAOKUPLOD TPOUAVTELLNL
KoL og fpoyn o€ (Lovia

dev Tpayovdd Tapd Yot P aydmnoeg

Moévo yiati pe KplInoec oTa YEPLOL GOV

pid voyto Kot pe giAnoceg oto otopa,

puovo yU autd gipon wpaio cav kpivo oAdvoryto
K &ym éva piyog oV Yuyn LoV aKOud,

UOVO YTl Ll KPATNOES OTA YEPLO GOV.

Moévo yiati To patio 6ov pe koita&ov
He TV Yoy oto PAEuua,
TEPNPAVA GTOAGTIKA TO VTEPTAUTO

™G VIOPENG VOL GTELLA,
puovo yroti ta pétio cov pe Kkoita&ov

Moévo yiati 660 TEPVAN LE KOUAPWOOEG
KOl 6T HOTLE GOV VO TEPVAN

gldo ™ Avyepn| oKLl Lov ®G GVELPO

va moiln, va movan,

UOVOo Yol Onwg mEPVaO LE KOUAPWGEG.

Tati dotoyTikd oo va pe pdvageg

KOl LoV ATA®GES TOL XEPLoL

K’ eiyeg Léca 6T LLATIO GOV TO BAuTOLL
—, oy amn TAEPLaL,

Y10Ti SLOTAYTIKA OO, VA, LLE POVOEEC,

T"ati, povo ywuti oe gévav dpece

YU o016 éevev mpaio 10 TEPAGHE [LOV.
Yo va | oKkoAovBovoeg 6mov T yova,
o0 Vo TEPVOVGEC KATOV €KEL GLUE LoV,
Tati, povo yuwti oe 6évav dpece.

Mboévo yiati 1’ aydanoeg yevvionka,
yU' av16 1 (o1 pov £566n.

v ayopn {on TV avekTAN PO
péva n {on TAnpdom.

Mboévo yiati W' aydmnoeg yevvionka.

Movdya yié T StoAeyTiVv aydmn cov
pov yépioe n avyn podda ota YEpLa.

I'é va poticon wd otiyun to 0pdpo cov
Hov YéUIoE TO LATLOL 1) VOYTO aoTEPLA,
Hovayo yud Tn SlaAEXTNV Oydmn Gov.

Movdya yati 1660 wpaio | oydnnosg
¢noa,va TAnBaive

T0, oveipaTd cov, wpaie mov Pacileyeg
K étol yAvkd mebaive

povéya yloti T10co mpoio 1 ayGmnoeg

Becaused You Loved Me

| sing only because you loved me
years ago.

In sunshine, in summer's premonition,
in rain, in snow,

| sing only because you loved me.

Only because you held me in your arms
and kissed me on the mouth one night,
only for this | am as lovely as a lily in bloom
and my soul still feels a shiver of delight
only because you held me in your arms.

Only because your eyes gazed at me

with your soul in your glance,

| adorned myself proudly with the supremest
crown of my existence

only because your eyes gazed at me.

Only because you admired me as | passed by
and in your eyes | saw swaying

my svelte shadow, like a dream,

feeling pain, playing,

only because you admired me as | passed by.

Because it was as if | hesitated as you called me
and you extended your arms to me

and in your eyes you had that dazzle,

a love full and free,

because it was as if | hesitated as you called me.

Because, only because it pleased you

my passing stayed lovely;

As if you kept pursuing me wherever | went,
as if you kept passing somewhere near me,
because, only because it pleased you.

Only because you loved me was | born,
this is why my life was granted.

In this joyless, unfulfilled life

my life was fulftlled

Only because you loved me was | born.

Only because of your unique love
the dawn with roses graced my arms.
To lighten your road for a moment
night filled my eyes with stars,

only because of your unique love.

Only because you loved me so well
| have lived to multiply

your dreams set like the sun

and so sweetly | die

only because you loved me so well.



