TECHNS Loy

IMFA MM ATA

=
™
E
Vit
™
M

SCIEMa &

HELLENIC LINK — MIDWEST Newdletter

A CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC LINK WITH GREECE
No. 46, December 2003 — January 2004
EDITORS: Constantine Tzanos, S. Sakdllarides

http://www.helleniclinkmidwest.org

22\W415 McCarron Road - Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Upcoming Events
Islam And The West

On Sunday, December 14, a 3:00 PM, Hdlenic Link—
Midwest presents Mustapha Kamal, Lecturer in Arabic at
The Univergty of lllinois a Chicago, in a lecture titled:
Idam and the West. This lecture will be hed at Four Point
Sheraton Hote, 10255 West Irving Park Road at Schiller
Park (corner of Irving and Manhem by O'Hare airport,
phone: 847 671 4230).

Since 9/11/2001, the issue of the reations between I1dam
and the West has come to the surface with great urgency. In
his lecture, Dr. Kamal will show how, from its inception,
Idam contributed to world civilization, will discuss Idam’'s
basc principles (such as the five pillars of Idam), its
beginnings, and its gpped to the disenfranchisad dasses in
the Arabian Peninsula in the 7 century. He will address
isues that are hotly debated in Mudim socidlies, such as
Idam and democracy; the dtuation of women in Mudim
sodieties, Idam and human rights; and other issues rdated to
Idam and civil society. Lagtly, he will give a cursory view of
the rdationships between Gresk and Mudim cultures in the
Middle Ages Even though Mudim intdlectuas had high
regards for Gresk philasophy (they called Aridotle the Firgt
Teacher), Greek literature, however, did not enjoy the same
favor. As an example, Averoes, the great Mudim
philosopher of the 12thc, while writing his great
commentaries on Aridotles podics, was unable to
understand these two words: tragedy and comedy. Instead of
immerdng himsdf in Gresk literature in order to explore
what the Gresks meant, he explained the two words in terms
of Arabic literature. This lapse on Averroes part made the
great Argentinewriter, to gpesk of amissad opportunity.

Mustapha Kamal was born in Casablanca, and earned his
B.A. in English literature from Rabat Universty, Morocco,
in 1974. In 1993, he was admitted in the Department of
Comparétive Literature at UC Berkdey. In 1994, he earned
his M.A. in Arabic literature and Old Provenca; and in
20000, he was granted a Ph.D. in Arabic, Old French and
Medieval Spanish literatures. He taught Arabic and World
literatures at the Univergty of Chicago from 1998 to 2002,
and dnce 2002, he has been teaching Arabic at the
Univergty of Illinoisat Chicago.

Annual Dinner Dance - Scholarship Awards

The 17th Annud Dinner Dance, New Year Cdébration, and
Scholarship Awards of Hdlenic Link—Midwest will be held
on Saturday, January 24, 2004, at the Four Point Sheraton
Hotd, 10255 Wes Irving Road a Schiller Park. The
proceeds from the Annual Dinner Dance are used to support
the schdarships, cultura and educationa programs, and all
other activities of our organization. The generous support of
our members and friends will be greetly appreciated. Our
Dinner Dances are diginguished for the excdlent food, the
unique kefi, and the fine music. For tickets (including food
and open bar), for adults $55, and $30 for children and
dudents, please call 847 498-3686, or contact any of the
Board Members.

In Brief

New Finds Link Thera Volcano Eruption to
Collapse of Mycanean Civilization

Scientigs at Coumbia Universty and the Universty of
Hawaii have pressnted new findings renewing an older
theory that the eruption of the volcano on the Greek idand of
Thera (Santorini) more than 3,000 years ago brought about
the collapse of the flourishing Minoan civilization (The New
York Times, October 21, 2003). According to this article,
scholars have for decades debated whether the eruption of
the Thera valcano in the Aegean more than 3,000 years ago
brought about the mysterious collapse of Minoan civilization
a the pesk of its glory. The vacanic ide is jus 70 miles
from Crete, 0 it seemed quite reasonable that the fury of its
volcanic eruption could have accounted for the fdl of the
MinoansThis idea suffered a blow in 1987 when Danish
scientigts sudying cores from the Greenland icecap reported
evidence that Thera exploded in 1645 B.C., some 150 years
before the Minoan dedine

New findings, the Universty sdentigs say, show that
Therds upheava was far more vident than previoudy
calculated, many times larger than the 1883 Krakatoa
eruption, which killed more than 36,000 people They say the
blag's culturd repercussons were equaly large, rippling
across the eastern Mediterranean for decades, even centuries.



"It had to have had a huge impact," according to Dr. Floyd
W. McCoy, a University of Hawaii gedlogist, who has
sudied the eruption for decades, and ecently proposed that it
was much more vident than previoudy thought.

The stientigts say Theras outburst produced deadly waves
and dense clouds of volcanic ash over avadt region, crippling
ancient dties and fledts, setting off dimate changes, ruining
crops and sowing wide palitical unrest. For Minoan Crete,
they see direct and indirect consequences. Dr. McCoy says
that towering waves from the eruption that hit Crete were up
to 50 feet high, smashing ports and flegts and severdy
damaging the maritime economy. Other scientists found
indirect, long-term damage. Ash and globa coaling from the
volcanic pal caused wide crop falures in the eastern
Mediterranean, they said, and the agricultural woes in turn
st off pdlitical upheavas that undid Minoan friends and
trade The dentigswho link Therato the Minoan dedine say
the evidenceis gill emerging and in some cases sketchy.

UNICEF Highlights Problems of Racism and
Xenophobia in Greek Schools

On October 22, 2003, the Greek Cooperation Committee
with  UNICEF pointed out that Greece is a a crucia
crossoads in deciding as to whether it desires to be an open,
multicultural society of creation and progress, or introverted,
xenophobic and isolated.The Committee expressess its
support for "al initiatives aimed at consolidating an open,
tolerant and multicultural society, and rgecting prejudices,
disbdief and fears, which defame our modern culture'.

A recent report by UNICEF highlighted problems rdated to
racism and xenophobia in Greek schodls and some of its
condudonsindude thefollowing.

A total of 51.7 percent of parents declare that the presence of
immigrants in Greek society is a cause for concern; 16.2
percent say the presence of the foreigners annoys them; while
42.6 percent condder the presence of immigrants children at
Gresk sthools as a natural development. Seven out of ten
teachers and professors bdieve Gresk teachers are not
adequatdy trained to teach the children of immigrants One
out of three teachers and professors say that "out of
experience they bdieve that discrimination takes place at
Gresk schools againg foreign pupils.” Only 38.1 percent of
teachers beieve that the children of foreigners should attend
any Greek school. The magjority beieve that they should
enrall in specia dasses for foreigners, or at a gpecial school
for foreigners.

On the other hand, 71.8 percent of pupils have a pogtive
opinion of foreign pupils a their schood. Sx out of ten
dedlare that they would not be bothered if a congderable
number of foreign children attended their schodl, while 55.1
percent do not mind being in the same dass with foreign
pupils In addition, 46.2 percent of pupils believe that
children from other countries should be able to attend any

Greek schoal. Lastly, 48.6 percent of Greek pupils would
object to a foreign pupil, who excds in his Sudies, halding
the Greek flag during national holidays, while 34.1 percent
would not object.

Settlement of the Cyprus Issue a Major
Political Criterion for Turkey¥ Accession to
the EU.

On November 5, 2003, the European Commission published
its Regular Report on Turkey's progress towards accesson
to the EU. The report assesses Turkey’s progress based on a
number of palitical, economic and lega criteria The overdl
asessment of Turkey was critical towards its performance
on the human rights democracy, dvil rights and the
protection of minorities chapters and particularly on the
Cyprusissue.

The report reterated "that efforts to resolve the Cyprus
problem form part of the enhanced didogue between the
European Union and Turkey...The absence of a settlement
could become a serious obdacdle to Turkey's EU
agoirations” In its recommendations, the Commisson dates
"As regards Cyprus, the European Coundil has repestedly
underlined its strong preference for accesson by a united
Cyprus...To this end the EU should reterate its cdl to dl
parties concerned, in particular Turkey and the Turkish
Cypriat leadership, to resume the talks on the bads of the
UN Secretary Generd’s proposal...The Thessaoniki
European Councll daed the Union's willingness to
accommodate the terms of a settlement in line with the
principles on which the EU is founded." The report dso
condemns the framework agreement that Turkey sgned on
Augud 8, 2003, aiming to establish a cusoms union with the
Northern part of Cyprus, and criticizes Turkey for not
having honored yet its commitment in the Loizidou case

The report acknomedges that "non-Modem rdigious
minorities continue to face serious obstacles with respect to
legal gatus, property rights, and sdf management, and a ban
on the traning of dergy." Oveadl, "the Commisson
conddes that Turkey does not yet fully meet the
Copenhagen pdlitica  criteria. A dear framework for
guaranteging palitical, dvil, economic, socid and cultura
rights has not been fully established, and more efforts are
neded to enhance the coherence of legd provisons and
practice”

From Our History

From Thucydides "The Peloponnesian War
—The Peloponnesian Congress

The Athenians and Pdoponnesans had these antecedent
grounds of complaint againg each other: the complaint of
Corinth was that her cdony of Potidaea, and Corinthian and
Pdoponnesan ditizens within it, were being beseged; that of
Athens againg the Pdoponnesians that they had indted a



town of hers, a member of her dliance and a contributor to
her revenue to revdt, and had come and were openly
fighting againg her on the 9de of the Potidaeans. For dl this,
war had not yet broken out: there was dill truce for awhile;
for thiswas a private enterprise on the part of Corinth.

But the Sege of Potidaea put an end to her inaction; she had
men indde it: besdes, she feared for the place. Immediatdy
summoning the alies to Lacedaemon, she came and loudly
accusad Athens of breach of the treaty and aggresson on the
rights of Peoponnese. After extending the summons to any
of their dlies and others who might have complaints to make
of Athenian aggresson, the Lacedaemonians held ther
ordinary assambly, and invited them to gpeak. There were
many who came forward and made their severa accusations;
among them the Megarians, in a long lig of grievances,
caled specid atention to the fact of their excdlusion from the
ports of the Athenian empire and the market of Athens in
defiance of the treaty. Lag of al the Corinthians came
forward, and having let those who preceded them inflame the
Lacedaemonians, now followed with a gpeech to this effect:

“Lacedaemoniand the confidence which you fed in your
conditution and socid order, indines you to receive any
reflections of ours on other powers with a certain scepticiam.
Hence springs your moderation, but hence aso the rather
limited knowledge which you betray in dedling with foreign
palitics. Time after time was our voice raised to warn you of
the blows about to be dealt us by Athens, and time after time,
ingead of taking the trouble to ascertain the worth of our
communications, you contented yoursdves with suspecting
the speskers of being inspired by private interest. And o,
ingead of caling these dlies together before the blow fell,
you have ddayed to do so till we are smarting under it; alies
among whom we have not the worg title to spesk, as having
the grestes complaints to make, complaints of Athenian
outrage and Lacedaemonian neglect.

We hope that none of you will consder these words or
remondrance to be rather words of hodility, men
remongdrate with friends who are in error, accusations they
resrve for enemies who have wronged them. Besdes, we
congder that we have as good aright as any oneto point out
a neighbor’s faults, particularly when we contemplate the
great contrast between the two nationa characters; a contrast
of which, as far as we can see, you have little perception,
having never yet consdered what sort of antagonists you will
encounter in the Athenians how widdy, how absolutdy
different from yoursdves. The Athenians are addicted to
innovation, and their desgns are characterized by swiftness
alike in conception and execution; you have a genius for
keeping what you have got, accompanied by a total want of
invention, and when forced to act you never go far enough.
Again, they are adventurous beyond ther power, and daring
beyond ther judgment, and in danger they are sanguine; your
wont is to attempt less than is judtified by your power, to
mistrugt even what is sanctioned by your judgment, and to

fancy that from danger there is no rdease. Further, there is
promptitude on their Sde againg procragtination on yours,
they are never at home, you are never from it: for they hope
by ther absence to extend their acquidtions, you fear by
your advance to endanger what you have left behind. They
are swift to follow up a success, and dow to recoil from a
reveese Ther bodies they spend ungrudgingly in ther
country’s cause; thar intelect they jealoudy hushand to be
employed in her srvice. A scheme unexecuted iswith them a
positive loss, a successful enterprise a comparative failure
The deficiency created by the miscarriage of an undertaking
is soon filled up by fresh hopes; for they done are enabled to
cdl athing hoped for a thing got, by the speed with which
they act upon ther resolutions. Thus they toil on in trouble
and danger all the days of their life, with little opportunity for
enjoying, being ever engaged in getting: their only idea of a
hdliday is to do what the occason demands, and to them
laborious occupation is less of a misfortune than the peace of
aquiet life To describe ther character in a word, one might
truly say that they were born into the world to take no rest
themsdves and to give noneto athers

“Such is Athens, your antagonist. And yet, Lacedaemonians,
you gill dday, and fail to see that peace says longest with
those, who are not more careful to usether power justly than
to show their determination nat to submit to injustice. On the
contrary, your ideal of fair dealing is basad on the principle
that if you do nat injure others, you need not risk your own
fortunes in preventing others from injuring you. Now you
could scarcely have succeeded in such a policy even with a
neighbor like yoursdves, but in the present indance, as we
have just shown, your hahits are old-fashioned as compared
with thers. It is the law as in art, 0 in padlitics, that
improvements ever prevail; and though fixed usages may be
best for undisurbed communities, constant necessties of
action must be accompanied by the congant improvement of
methods. Thus it happens that the vast experience of Athens
has carried her further than you on the path of innovation.

“Here, a lead, let your procragtination end. For the present,
assg your alliesand Potidaeaiin particular, asyou promised,
by a speady invasion of Attica, and do not sacrifice friends
and kindred to ther bitterest enemies, and drive the rest of us
in despair to some cther dliance. Such a sep would nat be
condemned ether by the gods who recaived our oaths, or by
the men who witnessed them. The breach of a treety cannot
be laid to the people whom desertion compe's to seek new
rdations, but to the power that failsto assg its confederate.
But if you will only act, we will sand by you; it would be
unnatura for us to change, and never should we mest with
such a congenial dly. For these reasons choose the right
course, and endeavor not to let Peoponnese under your
supremacy degenerate from the prestige that it enjoyed under
that of your ancestors.”

(to be continued)



From The Riches Of Our Cultural Heritage

Poetry of Constantine Kavafis
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IN THE YEAR 200 B.C.

“ Alexander, son of Philip, and the Greeks, except the
Lacedaemonians...”

We can very eedly imagine

how utterly indifferent they werein Sparta

to thisinscription, “ except the Lacedaemonians.”

But it was natural. The Spartans were not

of thase who would |et themsdves be led and ordered about
like highly paid servants. Besides,

a Panhdlenic campaign without

a Spartan king as commander in chief

would not have appeared very important.

O, most assuredly, “except the Lacedaemonians’

That tooisasand. It isunderstood.

So, except the Lacedaemonians, at Granicus,

and then at Isus; and in the decigve battle

where the formidable army that the Perdans

had massad at Arbelawas swept away,

that had set out from Arbeafor victory and was swept
away.

And out of the remarkable Panhdlenic campaign,
victorious, brilliant in every way,

celebrated far and wide, glorious

asno other had ever been glorified,
theincomparable: we were born;

avas new Gresk world, agreat new Gresk world.

We, the Alexandrians, the Antiocheans,

the Sdeudans, and theinnumerable

rest of the Greeks of Egypt and of Syria,

and of Medig, and Perga, and the many others.
With our extensve empire,

with the varied action of our thoughtful adaptations,
and our common Greek, our Spoken Language,

we carried it into the heart of Bactria, to the Indians.

Arewegoing totak of Lacedaemonians now!



